November 16, 2007

The Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street SW

Room: 8-B201

Washington, DC, 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

We transmit correspondence today regarding the FCC’ s rulemaking proceeding (MB
Docket 07-42). It isthe hope of many elected officials in Texas your commission will
take action to protect consumers from unfair practices by large cable companies that
promote channels they own over independent programming.

Several Texas Legislators have expressed their support for regulatory relief under MB
Docket 07-42 because they have heard from concerned congtituents, in particular asit
relates to large cable companies refusing to offer the NFL Network in their basic, digital
package.

As free market advocates, they contend there isavalid basis for the FCC to intervenein
order to protect consumers. | have enclosed copies of recent lettersto you on thisissue,
and recent media coverage in Texas reflecting growing discontent among many with
cable's practices.

Thank you for your consideration of this consumer protection and of the free market.
Please file these in the docket aforementioned.

Sincerely,

Neal T. “Buddy” Jones
NTJXkp

Enclosure
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Mr. Ievin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 {2th Strect SW:

Room: 813201

Washington, DC 20554

November 7, 2007

-

Dear Chairman Matlin and Commissioners:

After veceiving numerous inquiries from my constituents, | respect{ully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. Tt is my understanding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issuc in the coming weels. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resobved for
congumers and football tans is if an independent neutral arbitvator is appointed o bring the
stalceholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFYL
Networl, it jy my desire {o side with the foothall fans and consumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a sivong affinity for not only professional foothall, but also college football.

Nothing rates as high as Datlas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming s
concerned.  Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about Lo be deeply
disappointed when they are foreed to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadeasted on the
NFL Networle, Unjess there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NTL Network
in the near future, fans across the state will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthess and a late-season game belween the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos, or they will have (o make a switch to a different video provider if one ig
avaijlable.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have significant ties (o the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or botl, teams playing could hail from the Lonestar State.
These pames have provided Texas football fans with exciting outeomes in recent years. ln fact,
Texas Tech Unjversity staged the fargest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
fast year’s Insight Bowi,
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For there to be true competitive access in cable programiming, consumer demand must tale
precedence over corporate profits. | respectfally ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issue and assign a neutral whitrator o settie this dispute as soon as possible - and
certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played af the end of this month. Tt is
clear from the felevision ratings (hat an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
protessional games. Unfortenately, the miltions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute
are being held hostage while the corporate interests fight with one another. Please help put an
end 1o this stalenate by bringing the parties together.

While 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, § am also appeating to our own Public Utitity Commission o
make every offorl to protect the consumer as it transitions from local cable franchises 0 our
recently enacted state-wide f{ranchise system.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choite issue,

Sineercly,

Vil Bolr)

Representative Valinda Bolton

Cer Publie Utility Commissioners
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Navember 6, 2007

Mr. Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW:

Room; §8-B201

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Kevin Martin:

On behalf of my constituents and the peopie of Texas, [ am writing to you in hopes thal you will
consider my request for the Federal Communications Conmmission's assistance in resolving the
current dispute between cable operators and the NFL Network. It is my understanding that the
Federal Communications Comumnission could address this issue in the coming weeks. It appears
that an independent, neutral mediator needs to be appointed to help resoive the dispute.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFL
Network, it is my duty to represeni and support football fans and consumers of Texas. Nothing
rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is concerned.
Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply disappointed when
they are forced {0 miss eight key NFL games that will be broadeasted on the NFL network. In
addition, college fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls, which are also cawried by the
NFL Network,

The only way for there to be true competitive access in cable programming is to allow
consumers’ demands to have precedence over corporate profits. | respectfully ask that you side
with football fans and the consumers, and appoint a neutral mediator to help resolve this dispute
as scon as possible.

Sincerely,

C"XE{U,«QL PZ"-Q?-UN—J

Fred Brown
State Representative

Committees:
Appropriations * Higher Education, CBC * Chaiy, Sub-Committee on Regulatory * Local & Consent



TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT OFFICE:

1067 MAGNOLIA

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76104
817-924-1997

CAPTOL OFFICE:

P.0. BOX 2910

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2010

512-463.0740

EMALL: LON.BURNAM@HCUSE.STATE. TX.US

LON BURNAM
DISTRICT 90 » FORT WORTIH
Nowvember 12, 2007

Mr, Kevin Martin

Chairiman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Room: 8-13201

Washingron, DC 20554

{Via fax and mail}

Diear Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

I have recetved correspondence from constituents asking for my help in regards to the dispute
between some cable operators and the NFL Network. 1 undesstand that the FCC has opened 2
rulemaking proceeding (MB Docket 87-42) to consider program carviage issues such as these ~
particularly as they relate to independent and diverse channels, The Texas Legislature only meets
every two years and will not meet again untl after the 2008 football season has concluded so any
legislative remedy is impossible. Therefore, T am writing 1o respectfully ask the Commission to assist
in resobving the current dispute.

T believe that if a resolution canmor be achieved in the next few days, an independent neutsal
arbitrator should be appointed o bring the stakeholders together. 1 do not wish to take sides in this
matter. 1 only ask that a third pasty be brought i with the power w resolve the issue so thar my
constitucnts and football fans throughout Texas will be able to the see the games carried by rhe NITL
Network, OF course, the two Cowboys games that will air on the setwork this season are the
primary concern for my constituents in Fort Worth.

Again, T respectfully ask chat you take action to encourage a resolution of this dispute quickly. 1
understand that this fs 4 federal issue, but 1 am copying the Texas Public Udlity Commission o
inform them of my concern,

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

27} !
f.on Burnam

Ce: Texas Public Utdlity Commissioners

Comimnitiees: Elections » Pensions & Investmonts
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MNeovember 5, 2067
Lrear Chairman Martin and Commissionaers:

As have received inguitics concesiing fssues bofore your commission, 1 respeetlully request thai
the Federal Commumications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute betwean cable
aperaters and the WL Network. I s my understanding that (he Federd Comonnivations
Commisgion coudd take up this issuain the coming wooks. [ appears this fssue condd be resalved
i a more iaely manney for consumers and foothall fang il'an mdependent, neetral arbivasor s
appuointed te bring the stakeholders together.

Wlute it is nol my desive 1w ke sides in die dispae botween the cable companies amd the NIE
Nastwork, 10y 1y desive (o see this jssue resobeed as soon as possible, Since Mothall fans and
conseners in Texas have domonstraed a strong iTinity Tor not enly prefessioaal frothall, b
wdso eollege football, Twould appreciate an oppostuanity for a thivd party 1© be a pany of this
solution.

Fan seross Tosas could be deeply disappoinied i1 they missed key sames, and unkess theye s o
rosoletion botwean (e partios, Bins across the siate eould possibly wiss key games and possibly
additional late-senson games.

Eavor irue compediiive aceess i prograning aud Trespectiully ask ther you assign o
neutrsl arbitrator o setde s dispute as soon as possible. It is clear from the elavmon ratings
that an overwhelming mumber of viewears enjoy watching professional games.

Punderstand that primary Jurisdiction resides with the Pederal Government, sud T wauld like (o
thank you in advasee for your thoughtlul consideration of this inpartant consumer chuice issuc.

.y Sincowgly., .
s ;”%‘

Dan Tlyimn
Stale Represenlative
Toxas House District 2
Sunsec Advisery Comnmiasion
Comeatitecs:
Vieg-Lhwir, Cmweii) listitegons, Sise AN
dan. Myt @house sing.dx s
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Tony oﬂsby

Housce of Representatives » District 102
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House Adniinistration, Chairmat «fudiciary » Licensing and Administrative Procedures
Spenker’s Select Interint Commmilice on Higher Education » Texas Legislative Tourism Crucus, Secretary
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MNovembar § 2067

Me. Kevin Magtin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commigsionges

445 F2th Suwect 3W,

Room: $-BIUH

Washingron, DC 20554

Dewr Chairean Magtin and Carmmissioasrs:

{ know you have boon and will eontinue to reegive imny letters ke this, 1 hive reccived many inguicies from my vomstiteents and | would like
request that the FCC assist I resolving this dispute betwin cible aperators and the NEFL Network, 1 is my understandiug the FCC could ik up this
issue i the coming weeks. 13 appears ng if the unly way this issue will be resolved for sonsumiers and fonthall fang is 5fun independeit newtral
arbitrator Is appointed to brirng the stakcholders together,

Wihitle it is not my desive to ke sides in the dispute bebwvean e cuble companics and the NFL Notwork, il is ny desire to sice with the football fas
and consumens of Texas who have damoustiated a strong affindty for not only prolessional football, but also eallege fotall,

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texns as far as television progeanaming is concarned. Unibetunarsly, miflivns of thotbell fias acrogs
Texas are about te be desply dissppointed when they aro forged to miss cight key NFL games that will be broadessted on the NI Newwork., Coltepe
funs will miss uneold number of games that ars imporeant te the, You probably Tave a condiin tonm ie mind thar is special fo you.

For gue competition 1o exist in cable programning, sonsemer domand mosl. lake priotity avet corporate profils. | just agk il you side with (he (anx
and sonsumars on this fsswe and assiga a neuleal arbitraror to seitle tis dispuie as #oon as possible.

While | understand that primary jurisdiciion on cable issues resides with the Faderal Governmeng, by copy of this letior, | am also appedling € ouwr own
Pubiic ittty Commission Lo make every offort 0 protent the consumer as it trapsitions from locat cuble franchisey ta cur recently enacted stare-wide
tranehive systan, Thank you in advasce for your thouphiiul consideration of this importurt consumer choiee issae, Again, § kaow that you Il be gotting
u kol of Tetters on this but this is from the heart 10 we can diseuss this any further, please do rot hesitate to contct iny Capitol oftice. Your questivns
und cotmnents ate always welgome,

Sincerely,

Tunry Goolshy
Stare Ropresentative

istrict Hf ‘
District 102 AMERICA: ‘
Soend rz/ the e,
Q%jwm 0// Ha : DRI

Co: Publie {dlity Cormnissioners

Capitol Office: P.Q. Box 2910 » Austin, Texas 78768-2910 (512) 463-0454 ¢ Fax (512)463-1121
District Office: 6211 W, Nortnwest Huoy., Suile G-104 ¢ Dallas, Texas 75225 «(214) 503-1900
mitpllwww. house.state.tx.usimembers/dist 102/goolsby. ittm
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November 15, 2007

Mr. Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 12th Strect SW;

Room: 8-B21

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners;

After receiving numerous inquiries from my constituents, I respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. It is my understanding the Federal Cormmunications Commission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resoived for
consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFL
Network, it is my desire to side with the football fans and conswmners of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professionai football, but also college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned.  Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply
disappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Network. Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near future, fans across the state will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-scason game between the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos, or they will have to make a switch to a different video provider if one is
available.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network, These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail from the Lone Star State.
These games have provided Texas football fans with exciting outcomes in recent years. In fact,

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATIONS * TRANSPORTATION, CBO » HOUSE ADMINISTRATION



Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
fast year’s Insight Bowl.

For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence over corporate profits. | respectfully ask that you side with the fans and consurners
on this issue and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible — and
certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month. Tt is
clear from the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unfortunately, the millions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute
are being held hostage while the corporate interests fight with one another. Please help put an
end to this stalemate by bringing the parties together.

While I understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to our own Public Utility Commission to
make every effort to protect the consumer as it transitions from local cable franchises to our
recently enacted state-wide franchise system. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Sincerely,

State Representative Linda Harper-Brown

Ce: Public Utility Commissioners
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November 8. 2007

Mr, Isevin Mavtin

Chawrman. Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 12ih Streer SW:

Room: 8-13201

Washington, DC 20354

Dyecar Chairman Martin and Commissioners:

Afler receiving numerous inguiries from my constituents, § respectfully request that the Federal
Commmunications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. [t is my understanding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks.  Itmay very well be that the only way this issue will be
resolved for consumers and football Tans is 1 an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed 1o
bring the stakchelders together,

While I will not take sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the NFL Network. |
must voice the concemns ol constituents who have contacted me in an effort o address this 1ssuc.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned.  Unfortunately. millions of football fans across Texas are about to bhe deeply
disappoeinted when they are forced (o miss eight key NFL games that will be broadeasted on the
NFIL Network, Unless there is a resolution between the cable companics and the NFL Network
in the near future. fans across the stale will cither have © miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-season game between the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos. or they will have to make a switch to a different video provider if one 1s
available.

For there to be true competitive aceess in cable programming. consumer demand must take
precedence over corporate prolits. | respectfully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issuc and assign a neutral arbimator o sctile this dispute as soon as possible — and
certamiy betore the Grst of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month.

PURATL Do e o e



[t is clear trom the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unfortunately. the millions of consumers and fans affected by this dispute
are currently being ignored.  Please help put an end to this stalemate by bringing the parties
togeiher.

While 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government. by copy of this letter. T am also appealing to our own Public Utility Commission 1o
make every elfort 1o protect the consumer as it ransitions from local cable franchises 0 our
recently enacted state-wide tranchise system.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Abci Herrere
State Representative, District 34



THE TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CHAIRMAN  Local CGovernment Ways and Means Transportation

Legilative Budget Board

FRED HILL

November 6, 2007

FCC Comnnissioners
445 12ih Swreel SW
Room §-13201
Washington, DC 20554

Drear Chainman Martin and Commissioners;

Afier receiving numerous inguiries fom my constituents, [ respectfully reguest that ihe Vederal
Communications Commission assist in resolving (he current dispute helween cable operators and the NFL.
Network. [tis my understanding the Federal Communications Comimission could take up this issue in (he
coming weeks. [ appears as if the only way (his issue will be resolved for consuiers and footbal) fans is
if an independent neutral arbitrator is appainted 1o bring (he stakehotders fogoethor.

While it ts nol my desire to take sides in the dispute between (e cable companies and the NEPL Network,
i iy my desire to side with the thotbal! fang and consumers of Texas who have demonstrated a strong
affhinity for not only professional football, but also college football,

Unbess there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Networle in the near fulure, my
constituents will cither have (o miss Cowboys games, or they will have 1o make a switch {o a different
video provider if one is available.

College fans will aiso miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL Network,
These two bowls have significant tics to (he Big 12 Conference of which Toxas teams are a member,

I respectlully ask that you side with the fans and conswiners on Uhis issue and assign a neulval arbitrator Lo
selile this dispute as soon as possible - and certainly before the first of such games are scheduked (0 be
playod at the end of this month, '

While 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal Government, by
copy of this letier, T am also appealing o ow own Public Utility Commission to male every effort to
protect the consumer as il (ansitions from local cable franchises Lo our recently enacted state-wide
{ranchise system. Thank you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of this important conswmer
choice issue.

Sincerely,
ZMI ]
Lyred Hill
Co: Public Utility Commissioners

CAPTTOL: Roops 1WA - POL Bax 2810, Austin, Texas T8768-2030 - (512) 463-0486 - FAX (512) 480-6512
DISTRICT: 770 M. Coit Road, Suite 2485, Richardson, texas 75080 - (972) 234-8980 « FAX (872) du(-89234
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November 8, 2007

Mr, Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Conumissioners

445 12¢h Street SW

Room: 8+B201] _

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chaivmun Martin and Commissioners!

After receiving numerous inquiries from my constituents, | respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NPL Network, It {s my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission could
take up this issue in the coming weeks. [ appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved
for consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakecholders together,

While it is not 1wy desire to take sides in the dispote between the cable companics and the NFL
Network, it is my desire to side with the consumers and foothall fans of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional footbatl, but also coilege fontball,

Nothing rates as high as NFL football season in Texas as far as television programming is
concerned.  Unforfunately, miflions of football fans across Texas are about to be deeply
disappointed when they are forced fo miss eight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Netwavic. Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near future, fans across the state will either have to miss some impottant games, or they
will have to make a switch (o a different video provider, if one is available,

College fans will also wmiss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFILL
Network, These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Confercnce and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail from the Lonestar State.
These games have provided Texas football fans with exciting outcomes in recent years. In fact,
Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
last year's Insight Bow],
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For there 10 be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer dersand must take
precedence over corporate profits. 1 respectiully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issue and assign a neutral abitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible - and
certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month, Itis
clear from the television ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers cnjoy watching
foothall games. Unfortunately, the millions of consumers and fans involived in this dispule are
being held hostage while the corporate interests fight with one another, Please help put an end to
this stalemate by bringing the parties together.

While | understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Govermment, by copy of this letter, I am also appealing to oy own Public Utility Commission to
make every effort to prolect the consumer as it transitions from local cable franchises to our
recently cnacted state-wide franchise system.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtul
consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Sincerely,

PL K

Mike Krusec

Co: Public Utility Commissioners

CHO/CO0H XVt PTIL0 PTOE/G0/Y0



Joniz LLAURENBERG
TeExAs FMouse oF REPRESENTATIVES

November 6, 2007

The Honorable Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 |2th Strect SW

Room: 8-B201

Washington, DC 20534

Dear Chairman Martin,

After recetving numerous inquiries from oy constituents, I respectfully request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFEL Network. 1t is my understanding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issue in the coming wecks. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved for
consumers and football fans is if an independent neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stukcholders togother,

While it is not my desire (o take sides in the dispute between the cable companics and the NFL
Network, it s my desire to side with the football fans and consumers of Texus who have
demonstrated a swony affinity for not only professional football, but also college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programming 18
concerned,  Unfortunately, millions of football fans across Texas are about to be decply
disappointed when they are foreed to niss cight key NFL games that will be broadcasted on the
NFL Network, Uniless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near future, fans across the state wilt cither have 1 miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-season game between the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos, or they will have to make a swilch to a diffevent video provider if one is
available.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NFL
Network., These two bowls have significant tics to the Big 12 Conference and Conference USA
making it more than likely that one, or both, tcams playing could hail from the Lonestar State,
These games have provided Texas footbali fans with exciting outcomes in recent years. [o fact,
Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college bowl! history in
last year's Insight Bowl,

Vet Criaag, FPunlac Faalmi s MNaroia, souncis (Local, & Constnr CALENDARS
1200 T3ox 2910 Austin, TX 787682010 - TEL 5124630186 - Pax: 512463548006
EEMAILL JODBILLAUGBENBERGEMOUSIL S TATI RS




For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence aver corporate profits. | respeetfully ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issuc and assign a neutral arbitrator to settle this dispute as soon as possible — and
certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the end of this month. Tt is
clear from the felevision ratings that an overwhelming number of viewers enjoy watching
professional games. Unfortunately, the mitlions of consumers and fans involved in this dispute
are being held hostage while the corporate interests fight with one another, Please help put an
end to this stalemate by bringing the pariics together.

While 1 understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, | am also appealing to our own Public Utility Commission to
make every effort to protect the consumer as it transitions from local cable franchises to our
recently enacted state-wide franchise system.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
consideration of this important consumer choice issue,

Sincerely,
Zwu; Rubirboco,

Jodie Laubenberg
State Representative, District 89

e The Honorable Jonathan 8. Adelstein

Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission
The Honorable Michael 1. Copps

Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission
The Honorable Robert M, McDowell

Commissioner, Federal Communications Convuission
The Honorable Deborak Taylor Tate

Conunissioner, Federal Communications Commission
The Honorable Paul Hudson

Chairman, Public Utility Commission of Texas
The Honorable Julic Caruthers Parsley

Commisstoner, Public Utility Commission of Texas
The Honorable Barry T. Smitherman

Commissioner, Public Utility Commission of Texas



Diane Patrick
Stare Representative
Ddistricr 94
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November 7, 2007

Mr. Kevin Martin, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 12th Street SW:

Washinglon, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Conunissioners,

Constituents from my District 94-Arlington (future home of the Cowboys 2009) have recently contacted
our office with concerns about their forthcoming ability to view some college and professional football
games on television due to the ongoing dispute between the NFL Network and cable operators. {am
requesting that the Federal Communications Commission appoint an independent arbitrator who would be

neutral in resolving this issue.

The Dallas Cowboy football games are very popular in Texas; however, eight key NFL games broadcast
by the NFL. Network apparently will not be available to many Texas football fans. I am not taking the
posttion of either the NFL Network or the cable operators in this matter, but I do advocate for my
constituents who deserve to be able to watch the Cowboy games, as well as the Insight and Texas Bowls
carricd by the NFL Network since they are definitely linked to the Conference USA and the Big 12

Conference,

My constituents and I appreciate your thoughtful consideration of this issue and hope that you will

consider assigning a neutral arbitrator in a timely fashion in order for the dispute to be settled prior 1o the
first of such games. Although 1 recognize that these cable issues are mainly under the jurisdiction of the
federal government, [ am sending a copy of this correspondence to the Texas Pubtic Utility Commission

in an effort to ensure maximum consumer protection.

Sincercly,

Diane Patrick, Ph.D.
State Representative Dhstrict 94

Ce; Public Utility Commissioners

Corparrrsss:
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Mr. Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Conunissioners

445 12th Street SW:

Room: 8-B201

Washington, DC 20554

November 14, 2007
Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners;

Afler receiving numerous inguiries from my constituents, ! respectfully request that the
Federal Communications Comimission assist in resolving the current dispute between
cable operators and the NFL Network. 1t is my undestanding the Federal
Communications Commission could take up this issue in the coming weeks. It appears as
if the only way this issuc wili be resolved for consumers and football fans is if an
independent neutral mediator 1s appointed to bring the stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire fo {ake sides in the dispute between the cable companies and the
NEL Network, it s my desire to side with the footbal] fans and consumers of Texas who
have demonsirated a strong affinity for not only professional footbali, but alse coilege
football

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television
programming is concerned. Unfortunately, millions of footbail fans across Texas are
about to be deeply disappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that
will be broadeasted on the NFL Network, Unless there is a reselution between the cable
companies and the NFL Netwoile in the near future, fans across the state will either have
10 miss Cowboys games against the Green Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a late-
season game between the Houston Texans and Denver Broncos, or they will have to
make a switch to a different video provider if one is available.

T kénpaxton@hotse State.bxus



Colege fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the
NFL. Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and
Conference USA making it more than likely that one, or both, teams playing could hail
from the Lonestar State. These games have provided Texas football fans with exciting
oufcomes in recent years, In fact, Texas Tech University staged the largest come from
behind viclory in college bow] history in last year’s Insight Bowl.

For there to be true competitive access in cable programming, coasumer gemand must
take precedence over corporate profits. I respectfuily ask that you side with the fans and
consumers on this issue and assign a neutral medialor to settle this dispute as soon as
possible - and certainly before the first of such games are scheduled to be played at the
end of this month. 1t is clear from the television ratings that an overwheiming number of
viewers enjoy watching professional games. Unfortunately, the mitlions of consumers
and fans involved in this dispute arc being held hiostage while the corporate interests fight
with one another. Please help put an end to this stalemate by bringing the pasties
together,

While | understand that primary jurisdietion on cable issues resides with the Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, 1 am also appealing to our own Public Utility
Commission to make every effort to protect the conswmer as it fransitions from local
cable franchises to our recently enacted state-wide franchise system. Thank you in
advance for your thoughtful consideration of this important consumer choice issue.

Stneerely,

JCorr Pt

The Honorable Ken Paxion

Ce: Public Utility Cermmissioners
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Panlae Pierson
STATE REPRESENTAYTIVE

Mr. IKevin Martin

Chajyman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 12th Strect SW:

Room: §-13201

Washington, [DC 20554

November &, 2007
Dear Chatrman Martin and Commmissioners:

After receiving numerous inquiries from my constituends, 1 respectfutly request that the Federal
Communications Commission assist in resolving the curren! dispute between cable operators and
the NFL Network. It is my undersianding the Federal Communications Commission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks. [t appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved for
conswers and football fans is if an independent neulral arbitrator is appointed to bring fhe
stakcholders together,

While it {s not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable companics and the NFL
Network, it fs my desive to side with the football fans and consumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but alse college football.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games n Texas as [ar as television programming is
cancerned. Unless there i3 a resolubion between the cable companies and the NFL Networl in
the near future, fans across the state will ¢ither have 10 miss Cowbays games against the Green
Bay Packers and Carolina Panthers and a lage-season game between the Houston Texans and
Denver Broncos, or they will have 1o make a swilch to a different video provider i one is
avaitable.

College fans will also miss the Insight and Texas Bowls which ave also carried by the NFL
Network. These two bowls have significant ties to the Big 12 Conference and Conference LISA
making it more than likely that ene, or both, teams playing could hail from the Lone Star Stale.
These games have provided Texas {oothball fans with exciting outcomes in reeen( years, In fact,
Texas Tech University staged the largest come from behind victory in college bowl history in
lagt year’s Insight Bowl,

For there to be lrue competitive access in cable programming, consumer demand must take
precedence over corperate profits. [ respectfully ask that you to assign a ncutral arbitrator to
settle this dispute as soon ag possibie. Please help put an end fo this stalemate by bringing the
parties together,

ComMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES * COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE
RDIsTRICT 23: ARLINGTON, GRAND PRAIRIE AND MANSTIELD
AUSTIN QrFicE: PO. BoxXx 2910 * AusTin, TEXAS 787682910 532-463-0582
DISTRICT QFFICE: 1201 N.WATSON RD*SUITE 285 £ ARLINGTON, TEXas 76006°817-385-4786
EeMA.: mSTR;CTQSmmrmsom@l-ioum«:.sw'ATE.Tx.us



While T understand that primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with (he Federal
Government, by copy of this letter, | am also appealing (o our own Public Uility Commission tv
make every effort to protect the consumer as b ansitions {rom local cable franchises 1o our
recently enacted stafe-wide franchise system.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtfol consideration of this important consumer choiee issue,

Sincerely,

Pk B

Paula Pierson

Ce: Public Utility Commissioners
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Mr. Kevin Martin :
Chairman, Federal Communications Cammisston
445 12th Street W

Roonu: 8-B201

Washington, DC 20554

Qctober 10, 2007
Dear Chatvmnan Martin:

It is owr understandipg the Federal Communications Commission has launched several
proeeedings concerning cable television prograrming to address, among other guestions,
whether some cable systent operators give proferential treatment to chamnnels they own to the
detriment of independently-owned programming and the comapetitive marketplace.  As
legiskators who voted on pioneering telecommunications legislation that enhanced consurser
choice and competition, we are espeelally concerned as representatives of the sunmmer home of
the Dallas Cowbays — Bexar County — that two of their late-season games will not be sired by
our dominatit local cable provider because of a dispute with the NFL Network,

While it is wot our desire to take sides i this dispute between the cable companies and the NEL
Network, it ig our desite o side with San Antonio-area fans wnd conswmers who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for professional foothall, and who would be deeply disappointed if
two key pame telecasts were essentinlly blacked out. Ninety-seven pexcent of NFL fans in our
media market voot for the Cowboys, which rivals the per capita support they receive in the
Dallag/Fort Worth Metroplex, Furthermore, 150,000 fans showed up for pre-season training
camyp in San Antonio this year when fie Cowboys practiced here for only twe weeks. We da not
want these fans, our coustituents, to miss two of the most important games this season while
competing corporate forces hicker on financial terms.

Many of those same fans missed out on a key Cowboys game during the critical stretch run, for
the 2006 playoffs, Unless there is n resolution between the cable compauies and the NFL
Network in the near future, fans here in Bexar County and around the state will either have to
miss Cowboys games agamst the Green Bay Packers and Caroliva Panthers later this year (and
Houston Texans fans will miss a key game against the Denver Broncos), or they will have fo
make a costly awltoh 10 a different video provider.

&
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TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ROBERT R. PUENTE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRIGT 119

For there to be true oompetitive access in programrning, consumer demand must teke precedence
ovtr corporate profits, We respectfully ask that you side with the fans in looking at this issue
and assign a neutral arbitratoy to settle this dispute (as we understand was done in Mid-Atlantic
Sports Netwotk’s dispute, in the Washington DC area with Comeast) as soon as possible ~ and
certainly before the first of such games is scheduled to be played this November.

While primary jurisdiction on cable issues resides with the Federal Government, by copy of this
letter, we ace appeating to our own Public Utility Comnission to make every effott vo protect the
consumer as it ansitions from locel cable franchises to a state-wide franchise under PURA, '
Sincerely,

Members of the Bexar County Delegation

At A fon

Reprosentaiive Robert Puente Répresamative Ruik Jones McClendon
fooé Wleaéude i # b/
Hepresentative Jose Menendes Representative Mike Villarreal
Representative Joe Farias

Co: Public Whility Commpissioners
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Pisteier Offices

120 N, Horixan, Sufte 1§2-A
£l Pase, TX 79927
915.859.351)

fax 915.959.3120

Capite] Office:

PO, Box 2910

Anseim TX 7876582910
$12.463.0612

Fax: §12.463.0613

State of Texas
House of Representatives

CHENTE QUINTANILLA
STATE REFRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 75

November 5, 2007

Mr. Kevin Martin

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
FCC Commissioners

445 172th Street §W!

Room: §-B201

Washington, DC 20354

Dear Chajrman Martin and Commissioners:

After recoiving numerons inguiries from my constituents, I respectfully request that the Feders]
Communications Commission assist in resolving the current dispute between cable operators and
the NFY, Network. It is my wnderstanding the Federal Communications Comtnission could take
up this issue in the coming weeks. It appears as if the only way this issue will be resolved for
consumers and football fans is if an independeut neutral arbitrator is appointed to bring the
stakeholders together.

While it is not my desire to take sides in the dispute between the cable corpanies and the NFL
Network, it & my desize to side with the football fans and consumers of Texas who have
demonstrated a strong affinity for not only professional football, but also college foothall.

Nothing rates as high as Dallas Cowboys games in Texas as far as television programuing is
coneerned.  Unforfumately, millions of football fans across Texas ave about to be deeply
dizappointed when they are forced to miss eight key NFL games that will be broadeasicd on the
NEL Network, Unless there is a resolution between the cable companies and the NFL Network
in the near future, fans across the state will either have to miss Cowboys games against the Green
Bay Packers and Caroliua Panthers and a Jate-season game between the Houston Texans and

Denver Broncos, or they will have to make a switch o a different video provider if one is
available. :

College fans will also miss the Tnsight and Texas Bowls which are also carried by the NEL
Network. These two bowls have signiticant ties to the Big (2 Conference and Confirence USA,
making it more than likely that one, or both, tcams playing could hail from the Lonestar State.
These gatnes have provided Texas football fans with cxeiting outcomes in recent years. Tn fact,

chiene quintanilia@honse skl o.0x,us



1178572007 17:45 158533126 REF GUINTANILLA PAGE 83

Capifed Offiee; District Office:

2.0, Bex 2910 EZO M. Horizon, Svile 1124
Augtiv, TX 7R768-2910 L Pn-so.lTX 79937
5124630612 915,459,311

Teax; ¥12.463.0613 Fax 158593120

Staie of Texas
Housce of Representatives

CHENTE QUINTANILLA
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 75

Texas Tech University staged the largest come frona hehind victory in college bowl history in.
Tast year®s Insight Bowl,

For thete to be true competitive access in cable progranmping, consurner demand must take
precedence over corporate profits. | respectfally ask that you side with the fans and consumers
on this issue and assign a pentral axbitator to settle this dispute as soon as possible -~ and
ceriaindy befors the first of such games are scheduled to be played this Novernber, 1t is clear
from the television ratings that an overwhelming nuinber of vieweys enjoy watching professional
gamed, Unfortunately, the mittions of consumers and fans iavolved in this dispude are being held
hostage while the cotporate interests fight with one another. Please help put an end to this
stalemate by bring the parties together,

While | undexstand that primary juisdiction on cable jgsues resides with the Federal
Governunent, by copy of this letier, | am also appeafing to our own Public Utility Commission to
make every cffort to protect the consumer as it transitions from local cable franchises to our
recently cuacted state-wide franchise system.  Thank you in advance for your thoughtful
copsideration of this iroportant consumer choice issue.

Sincerely,

Lty

L
Chente Quintanilla
State Representative

Ce: Public Utility Comupissioners

chente.quinianitiaiimise, gate, s



STATE OF TEXAS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ALLEN VAUGHT

CAPITOL OVFICE CISTRICT 107 DS TRIGT QFFICE
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November 9, 2007

Mr, Kevin Martin, Chairman

FCC Comrmissioners

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Room 8-B201

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners;

I respectfully request that the Federal Communications Commission assist in resolving the
pending issue between the NFL Network and certain cable companies. As a State Legislator, 1
try to stay nentral on disputes belween business entities unless those disputes adversely affect
those that I represent -- the consumers,

Despite my desire to remain neutral on this issue, my office has recoeived numerous requests from
constituents who are upset about the prospect of being unable to follow their teams, It is my
understanding that the FCC might take up this dispute in the near future and appoint an arbitrator
to hear the facts. If that is the case, then I request that an independent and neutral arbifrator be
appointed to resolve this issue.

While I de not know all of the details of the dispute between the NFL Network and the cable
companies, I do know that millions of footbali fans are about to miss several key NFL games
unless there is a resolution fo the conflict between the aforementioned business entities. Football
in Texas is something special. Following our favorite football team is not a hobby, but rather &
lifestyle and family tradition here in Texas. The complaints from my constituents convince me
that this 15 about to become a center-stage issue unless something is done to amicably end the
dispute between the competing corporate interests.



Please help resoive this issue by having the parties o sit down and address their disputes before a
nentral and independent arbitrator who has the authority o end this dispute.

Thank you for considering this request, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any
questions,

Singerely,

it i

Allen R, Vaught

¢cet Texas Public Uiility Comimissioners



